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God had promised that the glory of the nations would stream into Zion.


In Isaiah 60, we heard of how God would beautify his beautiful house



by subduing the nations and bringing them to Jerusalem.


And now God has done this.
God has subdued the Gentiles – not through military conquest,


but through the powerful word of God.

And now the Gentiles come streaming into Zion


as the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth.

Jesus has conquered!

Introduction
Last time we heard about the two visions of chapter 10 –


Cornelius’s vision of the angel,



and Peter’s vision of the unclean animals.

Peter has now come to the house of Cornelius,


but he is not quite sure what to do or what to say.

After all, he is in the house of an uncircumcised Gentile for the first time in his life.


He has never before considered the possibility 

of Gentiles becoming part of God’s covenant community



without first being circumcised.

And because of his vision he can say,


God has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean.
But he is still not sure what to do:


I ask then why you sent for me.
What am I doing here?

Cornelius responds in verses 30-32 by recounting his vision,


and then says Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God



to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord. (10:33)

This is a remarkable statement for a Gentile to make.

We are here, literally, before God.

But it is the same phrase found in verse 31,



Your alms have been remembered before God.
That is what the angel said.

A Gentile has been noticed by God -- remembered by God.

And so Cornelius asks Peter to preach “all that you have been commanded by the Lord.”
Whatever it is that you preach, Peter, that is what we need to hear.

What is this message that we Gentiles need to hear?

It is the same message that the Jews needed to hear.

Notice that Peter’s sermon has the same basic content
as all the other sermons in Acts.

1. The Good News of Jesus (10:34-43)
Peter tells the story of Jesus:

His introduction connects to his hearers



Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 




but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right




is acceptable to him.

Peter thinks that he understands.

And he has the message the right – but as we will see,



he does not yet understand the full implications of the message that he proclaims!

But the message he proclaims is exactly right:

God shows no partiality.


Anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.

Notice the two things that Peter says are necessary:

Fear God.


Do what is right.

It is not enough just to be “a nice person.”


If you would be acceptable to God, you must fear him and do what is right.


What does it mean to fear God?



The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.



To fear God means to be more concerned with what he thinks of you,




than with what anyone else think of you.


Do you fear God?



When you are at work, are you more concerned with what God thinks of you?




Or what your co-workers think of you?



When you are with your friends, whose opinion matters more?



If you fear God, then he is the one who matters.

But this is not merely a mental thing.


That is why Peter says “and does what is right.”


The fear of the LORD will produce right action.


As our shorter catechism puts it,



The scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God,




and what duty God requires of man.

Our obedience – our doing what is right will not save us.

Only God can save.



But those who belong to God must do what is right.

Notice that Peter does not say that this is the way to become acceptable to God.


Rather, this describes those who are acceptable to God.


Anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
Peter then turns to the message of the gospel.


As I read this synopsis of Peter’s sermon, I would like for you to notice



how closely this connects with the flow of the Apostles’ Creed.


While the Apostles’ Creed was not written by the apostles themselves,


it is obviously a very close summary of the Apostolic message!

As for the word that he sent to Israel, 
preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 
you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:


How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.


He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him.


And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.


They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 
but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 
not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.


And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.


To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.
Most sermons in the Bible seem to be “executive summaries”

so it is quite likely that Peter’s message took longer 

than the 55 seconds it would have taken Peter to say this!

But we have here a faithful summary of Peter’s message—

the first sermon ever preached to a group of uncircumcised Gentiles.

But while they are uncircumcised Gentiles,

they are not ignorant Gentiles!

Peter says that they know what happened.


As God-fearing Gentiles, they have been following the events of the last few years—



the ministry of Jesus, and now the ministry of the apostles.

Peter knows that these Gentiles know the scriptures,

since he appeals to the prophets in verse 43.

This is not “cold-call” evangelism,


but the proclamation of the gospel to those who have been studying the scriptures.

The next step, for Peter, would be to say that if Cornelius and his household

would like to receive the forgiveness of sins through the name of Jesus,


then they should be circumcised and brought into the people of God,


and then baptized for the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

And Peter would have been right to say that --


because that was what God had said.

But God does not give Peter the opportunity to say this –


because God is about to change the manner of admission into the people of God.

In one sense, you could say that God has already changed this.


When Jesus said to make disciples of the nations,



baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,




he had implicitly suggested this,



but as we saw last week, 

the apostles would have interpreted all this through the lens of the OT scriptures.


In order for God to change the manner of admission into his people,



he needs to make it explicit.


And so he does!

In every other case in the book of Acts,


the order of events is hearing, repentance, baptism, receiving the Holy Spirit.


In Acts 2, those who were gathered on the day of Pentecost 

had already heard, repented, and been baptized – 

and now they received the gift of the Holy Spirit.


And when the crowds saw this Peter preached to them and told them 



Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ,

for the forgiveness of your sins, 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38)


In Acts 8, the Samaritans heard the preaching of Philip,


they repented and believed, were baptized, and when Peter and John came,



they received the Holy Spirit.


Indeed, in Acts 19, we will find out that those who had received John’s baptism



did not receive the Holy Spirit until they received Christian baptism!


And once again, the pattern will be hearing, faith and repentance, baptism, Holy Spirit.

In the book of Acts the gift of the Holy Spirit always comes after baptism.

Except here!

After all, remember what Peter said on the day of Pentecost:


Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ,



for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The gift of the Holy Spirit normally comes through baptism.

Now, in case you are getting nervous about what this means,



remember that we have also seen that this “gift of the Holy Spirit”




is not the same thing as “regeneration.”


The gift of the Holy Spirit, in the book of Acts, is not an internal work in a person’s heart,



but an external sign – or perhaps better it is God’s seal or stamp.

Notice what happens here:
2. The Coming of the Holy Spirit and Baptism (10:44-48)
While Peter was still saying these things,

the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.

It does not say that the Holy Spirit fell on “all the elect who heard the word,”


nor even “all who believed who heard the word,”


but “on all who heard the word.”

Remember what Jesus says about those who “receive the word with joy”

but who wither and fade because they do not have any root? (Matthew 13)

And remember what Hebrews 6 about those who “have shared in the Holy Spirit”?


If the gift of the Holy Spirit is an external gift ordinarily given in baptism,


then that would explain how Hebrews 6 could talk about people



“sharing in the Holy Spirit” and then falling away.


Certainly the external aspect of this gift is the focus in Acts 10:45-46

And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed,



because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.


For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God.

In the OT the Holy Spirit was given to prophets, priests and kings.

It was not an internal benefit of salvation – 

it was an external sign and seal of God’s presence with them.


Now the Holy Spirit is given to all of God’s people,



because all of God’s people are prophets, priests and kings in Christ.

We are marked, we are sealed by the Spirit of God, as those who belong to him.

By pouring out his Spirit on uncircumcised Gentiles,

God has now clearly said that circumcision is not required for admission into his church.

And Peter gets it!

Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people,


who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”

Peter knew full well that the ordinary pattern was hearing, repentance, baptism, Holy Spirit.

But God has inverted the ordinary pattern 

in order to demonstrate that circumcision was no longer required.


If God has already marked them with his Spirit,


then we’d better baptize them promptly!

And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.


Then they asked him to remain for some days.
We tend to think of baptism as something fairly extraneous to the Christian life.

But that is not the way that Peter thought – or acted.


If these people have been accepted by God,



then they need to be baptized – now!


And then they need to be taught and discipled.


And so Peter remains with them in order to teach them the way of Christ.

3. The Fall-out in Jerusalem (11:1-3)
But while Peter is busy teaching these Gentiles,

the word spreads throughout Judea that the Gentiles also had received the word of God.
And this is a problem.

After all, as we have seen, 

it was not merely Jewish tradition that said that Gentiles must be circumcised.

It was the word of God!

And so when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him.


What is “the circumcision party”?



Until that day there was no such thing as the circumcision party.


Or maybe another way to say it is that until that day




everyone was in the circumcision party!


But on the day that God poured out his Spirit on uncircumcised Gentiles


the church entered upon its first doctrinal debate:


what is the status of Gentile converts?
You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.


Notice that it was not first that he baptized them,



but simply that he ate with them.


How could you have fellowship with unclean, uncircumcised Gentiles?

4. Peter’s Defense (11:4-17)
But Peter began and explained it to them in order:

Luke could have just said “Peter explained to them what had happened.”

After all, we’ve just read what happened.



But no, Luke has to retell the whole story.


What is the effect of this?



By retelling the same story twice in two chapters,



Luke is telling us how important this story is.


Chapters 10-11 are the hinge of the book of Acts.

Heretofore the main focus has been on Jews and Samaritans – restoring fallen Israel.

But from here on, the main focus will be the inclusion of the Gentiles –



how God is making one new man out of the Jew and Gentile together.

And so Peter recounts his vision:

I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision,



something like a great sheet descending, 



being let down from heaven by its four corners, 




and it came down to me.


Looking at it closely, I observed animals 

and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air.


And I heard a voice saying to me, Rise, Peter; kill and eat.


But I said, By no means, Lord; 

for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.


But the voice answered a second time from heaven,



What God has made clean, do not call common.


This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven.


And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were,



sent to me from Caesarea.


And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction.


These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house.


And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say,



Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter,




he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, 

you and all your household.


As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.


And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said,



John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.
And here is the crux of Peter’s defense:


If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us 

when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who was I that I could stand in God’s way?


When they heard these things they fell silent.


And they glorified God, saying,



Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.
Conclusion: “God Has Granted Repentance to the Gentiles” (11:18)
God has granted repentance unto life to the Gentiles.

Repentance is not just saying “I’m sorry.”


Repentance refers to a whole-hearted turning away from one path



and turning to walk in another.

True repentance is a repentance that leads to life.

Repentance is going somewhere.



It leads to life.


It is turning from the path of death to the path of life.

God has granted to the Gentiles

that we too might repent and live.

You have been included in the people and family of God!
That is why we come to baptize Vivia Lauren Couser today.

Because when Peter said on the day of Pentecost,


Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ…

he immediately added:



This promise is for you and for your children and for those who are afar off,




as many as the Lord our God shall call.


Any Jew who heard this would have heard the language of the promise 

“to you and your children”
as an echo of God’s promise to Abraham.
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